
ADJOURNED SESSION 
OF TBE 

EIGHTH LEGISLATURE. 

S~NATE CHAMBER. } 
18th March, 1861, 3 o'cLOCK, P. M. 

Tho Senate met pursuant to adjournment, and having beeo 
called to order by Hon. JesEt- Grimes, President pro tem, a 
prayer was otforeu by the Cho.plain, Rev. W. Thomas. 

The roll of the Sena.ta being ctllled and no quorum appearing, 
on motiou of Mr. Throckmort\)D, the Beaat.e adjourned until 10 
o'clock, A.. M. to·morrow. 

ToESDAY, :.Pd..AncR 1~, 1861. 
Senaw met pursuant to adjournment. Prayer by tile Uha.p· 

lain-roll called-quorum present. 
Mr. Throckmorton present.ed the credentials of B. F. Neal, 

Senator elect from the 19th Judicial District 
Mr. Blanch introduced the following resolution: 

W IlEREAB, since the adjournment of the Logislature, the people 
of 'rexas hav~, by the adoption ol the Ordinance of Secession, 
severed their connection with the United St.a.tee of America, 
end a. coo.nection ha.s been formed with other States, for 
mutual defence and protectioa, styled the Confederate Br;ate:s 
of America, under a provisional Go\feroment, formed by them, 
and it is proper that the members of this body, shall ~ 
Louad by oath or affirmation, to the support of the sarue. 
The-refore be it ruolvcd, That in addition to, the oath pre-

ecribcd by tbe Cous~itution, except so much 88 is of necessity 
abrogated by th~ adoptioa of the Otdinacce,of sec688ioo, each 
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member of this body shall take tho followinb oath or affirmation, 
to Le tlbm.inistered by tho President: 

I, , do solemnly swear or affirm, that I will faith-
fa\Jy e.011 impartially discharge aod perform all tho duties in cum .. 
be11t oo mo as 1 accordinp; to the best. of my skill and 
ability, agret'1:1bly to tho Constitution nnd laws ol the :-itate of 
Tcxa.q, and also to the Constitution and lnws of the Confederate 
~tates of A ruerica, ~o long as the State of Texo.s shall remain 
a mewLer oi that Confedenr.cy; and 1 do f urtber t1olemnly swear 
or atti irm, that since the sccoOll day of March, A. D. 1 RG l, I, being 
a citizen of this State, bavc not fought a duel with deadly weap­
ons withio this SIAte, or out of it, nor have I sent or l\cceptrd 
o. challenge to fight a duel with deadJy wca.poo51, nor hav~ I ac .. 
ted as set:ond in carrying a cl1a1tca~e or aided, advised, or assist,. 
e<l aoy p('n;on tbue offeuding, so help mo God. Adop~d. 

Tho memLers and officers of the :::;enate, tbro came forward 
and took the on th prescribed. 

hlr. Cbnmbera presented tho memorial of Allen Urguhart 
anrl Albert Johnson, with rofercoce to the ccrtifkares of the 
lluff.!lo llayou, Brazos and Colora<lo Railroa.d Compuoy. Re~ 
ferrcd to the. committee on Public Lands. 

~tr. ~iller presented the memorials ot Wm. l(c8eory and 
others, praying a donation of S\ she for Divine Won,hip. ~ 
fcrrllJ to the committee on Public Lande. 

:Ur. Mill~r presented the memorial of Sam'l J. W. Long aocl 
others, praying relief agaiast. forcl'd sales. Ret'erred to the Ju· 
diciary Committee. 

Mr. Miller preseated tho memorials of W. ll.. M11tchloct antl 
others, prtlyiog for arms and equipweats. Referred to the com· 
mittcc on the Militia. 

Mr. Walker preecn te<l the peti t ioo of J. B. W osia.c, in refc r· 
eacc to the 1m~peo~ion of the laws for the co11ection of debts. 
Ref~rrcc..l to the Judiciary Committeo. 

llr. Full p~entcu the petition of sundry citizens of Tarrant 
connty, ia reference to a change of venue. Referred to special 
committee consisting of Mcssrt1. F3ll, Guion, Throckmorton, 
Potter and Quioan. 

A bill to amt>od th~ la.w rcgulo.tiag the assE"ssmt-at aorl collcc 4 

tion of taxes bei?g the special or<lt:r ot the day, was, on motion 
of Mr. Potter, la.id on the table. 

The report of the comruit1eQ on State Affairs, on a liill for the 
m>.le of S 150,000 indemnity bontla, on motion of Mr. Potter laiJ 
on the table. 

A bill to fix compensation of members and officers of the 
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Convention which convened at Austia, January 28, 1861. 
Laid on the table. 

Joint resolution providing for the snle of Unitcrl Statrs in· 
demnity bonds belonging to the School Fun<l, and the rei11ve~t­
ment of the oome, with the report of the committee thereon, 
Laid on the table. 

A bill to JiOSlpone forced Mies with the report of tbc commit,.. 
tee thereon. Laid oo the tabl~. 

A bill to organize three regiments of volunteel'8. Laid oo the 
table. 

J.lr. Fall in trod need a l,,ill for the relief of :Hartin Jone~. 
Re:ui first and accood times and referred to Lho committee oa 
Prit>•• te Luntl Cla.im2'. 

Mr. \Vulker introduced a bill for the relirf or Ware Beuge. 
Reau first aoJ Bl'cood tiinC"B aod referred to the committee on 
Private Land Claims. 

Mr. Blanch introduced a bill to amend nn act authorizing nnd 
requiring the County Courts to regulate road~, appoint overseers, 
&c., ap}Jroveu Feb. 8, 1858. Ikad fir&t 11au second limes :lDd 
referrrd to the J mlic1ury Committee • 

.!'Jtr Potter introduced n. bill to amend tho eecoml nnu third 
seclions of an act entitled an act to incorporate the Southern 
Cott.<>n Press and Manufacturing Company, appruvrd February 
lI, 1860. Read first and second times and reterred to tue coru­
t:llittee on the Judiciary. 

A biJ l reserving certain land~ lh.erein named from s:i.lo, loc11-
tion or patent. ReRd nnd ordered to be engros'3ed. 

On motion of Mr. Scarboron~h, rule sui;ipeodcd1 bill read 
third time and passed. 

.Mr, Stockdalo, Chairman of tho committee on Enmllod Bills, 
reported n Lill chtm~ag the timl! of holding the Ditstrict Courts 
in tho 9th J uclicial Dit1trict1 correctly enrolled, propcrlJ signed, 
and thi" day pretjented to the Go\'ernor. 

On motion of Mr. Guinn, Mr. Neal was auded to tbe \'arious 
committees on which Scaator Britton had been placed 

A committee from the House, aooounced tba.t the Haase haJ 
orgaaized, entl wero ready to proceed to busiacr,s. 

Oo motioa of Mr. Dulaney, a committee of three wns ap .. 
puintcd to inform the Ilouso of the organization nf the Senate. 

hlestJrs. Dulaney, Ulanch and Beruert, were named as t111id 
com rn 1t teo. 

On motion of Mr. Miller, a committee or three WPre appoint­
ed LO acl in conjunction with a like committee of the House of 
RcpresPnt.atives, to wait upon tho Governor, and to know if ho 
had any communication to make. 



113 

Whereupon ~T c1ssrg. :\Ii lier~ Fall :i.ad Lott, were named :is th 
committee, wlm performed that duty. 

On motion the SetJnte aJjourued uatil 10 o'clock, A. lJ. to .. 
morrow. 

WEo:-:1.sonv, ~arch 20th, 1861 
Senate met pur..mn.nt to o.rljournrnentr--prnycr by the Chap­

lai:i-roll callet!, quorum present. 
Mr. Gumo prrsented the petition of Milton T Tucker. fic­

fc1red to tho committee on the Judiciary. 
!Ur. \V't1lker presented the urt1t100 of Simon Jones, with 

reference tn the estrny law. ltcferreJ. to the committcA oo Stock 
anrl Stock Haisiag. 

~Jr. Miller pre5ented the memorial of citizens or tho town of 
Crocl<ctt. Rcferreu to the committee on the J ndiriary. 

ru r. Charnb~rs prcsen ted the petition of 1:mndry persons of 
Titus county, ia rcforence to tlit:: j11ry fuod of :s.aiJ couuty. 
Heferred to the committee on the J uuiciary. 

Mr Parsons introduccu 11 Lill to authorize James W. flan­
n~gR.o and his associates to construct a bridgo across the Sn.Line 
River. Read first and second times nnd referred to the commit· 
te~ on Roath Britlges and FerriEts. 

Mr. Chambers introduced a btll to provide for ruunia!! the 
county !iocs betweco the counties of Maioo Cass and Titus. 
Read first rime; rule saspt'nded ; re~J ~econd timo aml orLlereil 
to be engru~spJ... Oa motion of :\Jr. CliarnLcrs, rule furthl·r 
sos pended ; l.Jl 11 rt.'.ld third ti me nn<l pa~sctl. 

l1 r Potter introduced a bill t'l incorporate the Galveston 
SeminJ.ry. Rend first. and second tiwcs auu referred to the Ju­
<liciary committco. 

!Ur. Potter int1oduct:!d a bill to incorporo.te the Galveston 
Turner's APsocintioa. Read first nod eecoo<l ttrnes aad rcft::rred 
to tho C')mmittee 00 the J auiciary. 

Mr. ~cal intrC'<lucru a bill concerning forced Ralcs. Read first 
nnJ second time~ anu referreJ to tin! Judici.iry committee . 

.dlr. Walker introduced o. bill supplementary to and amenda­
tory of l\D act to incorporate tho Da1?us Briu;;c Company. Read 
first aud second timts aad referred to the coru cnittee oa Roa..Js, 
Bridges nod F crries. 

llr. Erath introduced a bill supplem<'ntal to A.D act supple­
mental to an act regalR..tiag estrnyt1, Rpprovcd February, 1861. 
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